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Welcome to Math SuperStars

Welcome to Math SuperStars and thank you for your willingness to take a leadership
role in bringing this exciting mathematics experience to students in Broward County.

Your opportunities are unique.  By coordinating the Math SuperStars Program you will:

 Impact the education of students.  Literally tens of thousands of students in
elementary and middle schools participate in this exciting math program.
Through their weekly work sheets, students will practice real-life applications of
mathematics and build higher order thinking skills.

 Impact parent involvement. Helping parents connect to their children’s learning
enables parents to communicate in powerful ways that they value what their
children achieve. Through Math SuperStars, many parents will encounter the
different kinds of mathematics their children deal with daily.

 Impact school volunteer programs.  This volunteer-driven program often
utilizes a segment of the volunteer force who must limit their service to schools
due to work hours or job location.  However, they can very often check Math
SuperStars papers during the evenings, on the weekend, or during their lunch
breaks.

 Impact your skills and experiences.  Managing a program like Math
SuperStars, will help you gain valuable organizational and management skills.

Does this sound both worthwhile and fun?  We hope so!  We also hope that you will take
advantage of the information in this guide.  It is a compilation of the advice and
experiences of many great people who also serve as Math SuperStars’ coordinators
throughout Broward schools.  Feel free to adopt these ideas directly or use them to
develop ideas that will work best for your school’s students, volunteers, and staff.  Also,
share your best tips with others by telling Volunteer Services.  We’ll be happy to include
your best practices in later editions of this manual.

Lastly, always feel free to contact the Volunteer Services Department whenever we can
answer a question or lend a hand.  Just telephone 754-321-2040 during normal business
hours.
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What is Math SuperStars?

Overview

Math SuperStars, also known as Sunshine Math, is an enrichment opportunity designed
for self-directed learners in mathematics.  The Sunshine Math program was conceived
and coordinated by the Florida Department of Education’s Mathematics Department.
There are many effective variations of the program; the goal of all models is to enhance
students’ appreciation and knowledge of mathematics.

The basic program model in Broward (Weekly/Volunteer Assisted):

 On a planned day each week, on Friday for example, work sheets are distributed
to those students who have voluntarily joined the program.  Students have until
the stated day, Tuesday for example, to complete the problems, working entirely
on their own.  Ideally, the classroom teacher hosts a brief problem-solving
session for the students in the program, let’s say on Wednesday.  The more
difficult problems on the work sheet for that week are discussed, with students
describing their thinking about how to approach and solve the problems.

 Students get double-credit for problems they complete before the problem-
solving session, and regular credit for those they complete successfully after the
teacher’s discussion.  On the required day, on Friday for example, all papers are
handed in.  The SuperStars volunteer picks up the week’s completed work
sheets on Friday and drops off the next week’s work sheets. SuperStars
volunteers then score these work sheets, and stars are posted for problems
successfully worked.  This completes the cycle for the preceding week and
allows for new work sheets to be passed out in the same trip to the classroom.

 In this model, only students who are self-motivated and who are not easily
frustrated by challenging situations are involved in SuperStars.  This process
does not diminish the value of the program, but rather makes us realize that
there are children of all abilities and socio-economic levels who are self-directed
learners and who need challenges beyond those of the regular school day.

Variations on the Basic Model:

 This model retains the weekly cycle and the assistance of a school volunteer.
However, the teacher involves the entire class in SuperStars participation or at
least in the problem discussions.  Thus, all students are exposed to the benefits
of the program.

 Another variation in the program is that the assisting volunteer is allowed access
to the classroom to review the problems, under the teacher’s guidance, when the
work sheets are returned after checking.

Both models offer students the benefit of learning at which point or step they made
errors in solving the math problem.
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Math SuperStars Possible Points Table

Use the Possible Points Table to schedule your prize and incentive activities.

Week
No.

KG

Mercury

1st

Grd.
Venus

2nd

Grd.
Earth

3rd

Grd.
Mars

4th

Grd.
Jupiter

5th

Grd.
Saturn

6th

Grd.
Uranus

7th

Grd.
Neptune

8th

Grd.
Pluto

1 10 11 14 18 16 22 19 20 24
2 13 12 15 22 18 20 21 20 23
3 15 17 19 18 19 15 21 19 24
4 13 15 18 21 18 17 20 24 23
5 12 21 19 22 21 20 20 22 23
6 15 13 16 18 22 21 22 21 27
7 16 17 14 20 21 24 20 23 23
8 14 18 20 20 20 21 24 23 24
9 12 15 18 21 18 17 22 19 26
10 12 14 19 20 20 17 19 20 22
11 --- 15 17 21 25 21 21 25 19
12 --- 20 15 24 18 20 20 22 22
13 --- 15 13 24 15 21 17 19 22
14 --- 14 17 27 19 20 19 20 21
15 --- 19 23 21 17 18 20 19 26
16 --- 17 15 17 16 21 20 20 16
17 --- 14 22 18 23 19 17 26 24
18 --- 19 17 23 17 19 22 19 19
19 --- 13 17 20 15 19 21 22 22
20 --- 12 17 22 18 19 19 21 20
21 --- 14 21 19 18 20 22 24 18
22 --- 18 24 21 21 18 16 25 24
23 --- 16 12 17 19 16 21 23 21
24 --- 15 18 23 25 20 18 19 16
25 --- 13 18 20 18 17 17 23 25
26 --- --- --- --- 4 21 19 24 18
27 --- --- --- --- --- 20 21 25 16

Total
Points

132 387 438 517 477 523 538 587 588
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Budgeting Your SuperStars Program

Math SuperStars is a volunteer driven program.  Unfortunately, it is not a cost-free
program. Expenses are incurred in numerous ways.  In planning your budget consider
the following:

 Cost of paper and photocopy expenses
 Materials for star charts
 Purchase of incentives/prizes for the students
 Expenses of special events like an ice-cream party at the end of the year
 Tokens of appreciation for the volunteers

Math SuperStars Annual Budget
Category Monthly

Budget
Amount

Monthly
Actual

Amount

Difference
Between

Actual & Budget
Income:
  PTA Allocation
  Business Partners
  Misc. Income
Total Income

Expenses:
  Paper
  Photocopies
  Misc. Supplies
  Pencils  (1,000)
  Stickers (5,000)
  Ice Cream Party
  Trophies
  Pizza Lunch
  Volunteer Recogn.
Total Expenses

Net Income
(Inc. less Expenses)

Broward’s Best Practice

All surveyed schools reported that a budget was created with allocations for Math
SuperStars’ activities.  In most cases, the program is supported as a line item of the
PTA/PTO budget.  The allocated amount ranged from $500.00 to $2,500.

Look for values in incentives in catalogs such as Oriental Trader and Party City, and
search the Internet for low-price children’s party favors.
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Annual Math Competition

Each April, the Mathematics Department sends each school principal a form requesting
participation in its end-of-year SuperStars/Sunshine Math Competition.  If the school
would like to participate in this competition, it must complete the participation form and
return it to Elementary Mathematics, KCW, 13th floor.  A school can enter competitions
in all elementary grade levels or in selected grades only.

This test is not limited to students actively involved with the Math SuperStars Program.
A school may select to invite all interested students to compete, limit it to students who
have actively participated in the Math SuperStars’ weekly program, or only to those
students who have reached a pre-established number of earned SuperStars’
points/stars.

The competition is school-based only.  Certificates will be provided by the Mathematics
Department for the top three students in each grade level, with a maximum of fifteen
certificates.  The school may augment the Mathematics Department certificates by
providing participation certificates or other incentives to all students taking the test.
Schools may also choose to purchase small trophies or other prizes for the highest
achieving students.

A master copy of the test for each grade level, the answer key, specific
instructions, and certificates will only be sent to those schools indicating an
interest in participation.  The competition is a test, not a take-home work sheet
like those done for the weekly SuperStars Program.  Some planning for a testing
situation will have to be done by school personnel.

The Math SuperStars’ coordinator should work with the principal and/or math chair to
coordinate the test.

For questions concerning the Math Department’s
SuperStars/Sunshine Math
End-of-Year Competition,

Please contact the:

 Elementary Mathematics Department
Kathleen C. Wright Administrative Office, Floor 13

Telephone: 754-321-1867
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Advice From the Experts

Broward County Public Schools is very fortunate to have many experienced Math
SuperStars’ coordinators.  We asked these dedicated individuals to offer their best tips
for new coordinators.  Here is what they offered:

1. Get tons of volunteers. Plan for the unexpected and have a couple of “in
emergency only” standby volunteers. Recruit high school students to help with
checking and scoring. Since the SuperStars’ work sheets are not for a “grade,”
these students are allowed to assist.

2. Have volunteers capable of setting up record keeping on the computer.

3. Use E-mail to contact your volunteers with reminders and schedule changes, etc.

4. It’s easier to give out gift certificates redeemable at a Math SuperStars’ store that
is held two or three times per year than to carry around all the prizes!

5. It’s very important to allow the volunteers to get to know the students and
teachers they deal with.

6. Coordinators should not try to do “everything.”  Use chairpersons or assistants to
spread the chores.

7. Plan for lots of awards!  The students are motivated by even the smallest reward!

8. Work with the teachers.  Be a part of the team.

9. Be ready to adapt to change.  There’s always something unexpected happening!

10. Request teachers who use the program to talk it up to other teachers.

11. Publicize the program.  It encourages participation by the students and builds
your volunteer force.

12. Have fun and enjoy making math come alive for students!

Contact Volunteer Services anytime you have questions or need advice on
operating your Math SuperStars Program.  We can either assist you ourselves

or put you in touch with an experienced SuperStars’ advisor.

Best of luck!
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